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No Gas Shortage
The new owner of the land at the southeast corner of Vandevert Road and South Century, Downer Development of Tonopah, Nevada, has announced plans for a combined gas station and convenience store.  Jim Cropper, president of Downer, told the newsletter the company was looking forward to serving the residents of Vandevert Ranch and the surrounding area.

“The store will carry high-end wines with corks,” said Cropper, “as well as Moon Pies and other popular food items.  We selected the location because of the RV’s with large gas tanks that frequent the intersection.  

“Of course we want to be good neighbors,” said Cropper.  For instance, Cropper hinted the station would dim its sign every night at 1:00 AM.  “But don’t quote me on that,” said Cropper.  The construction permit, about to be granted by the county as this newsletter went to press, states that the top of the sign will be 40 feet high, although it could be as high as 120 feet above grade.  A copy of Downer’s business plan, obtained from a confidential source, indicates that the sign will be visible from U.S. 97.  
Cropper did not disclose the brand of gasoline to be sold but advised that Downer is holding discussions with Arco and Rotten Robbie.
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Kim Jong-Il to Float River, Attend Sunriver Music Festival
The State department has advised the ranch that Kim Jong-Il, leader of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, is looking forward to floating the Little Deschutes River this summer on his way to attend the Sunriver Music Festival.  

“The Dear Leader, as he is known by his people, is a great lover of music, of streamside vistas, and of golf,” says U.S. Under Assistant Deputy Secretary of State Lancaster Horridson.  “The North Korean press reports that he regularly shoots several holes-in-one each round.”  The float, in a custom armored canoe with a “Pope-mobile” top, will commence at Thousand Trails and continue through the ranch and Crosswater to an extravagant all-girl welcoming party at Sunriver.

“Mr. Kim has promised not to bring any nuclear weapons with him on the float,” said Horridson.
Geothermal Plant to Displace Pond

Test wells dug in preparation for excavation of the new pond have revealed a surprising source of geothermal energy.  The owner of the Fremont lot investigated the potential and believes enough energy could be developed to provide electrical power to the Three Rivers area, all of Sunriver, and the northern portion of La Pine.  
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Photo of small geothermal plant similar to potential ranch facility

“Ranch owners would never have to pay assessments again.  The ranch could pay them dividends,” said Fremont.

State geologist, Peter Bentrock, told the Sage Rat, “There’s something down there that wants to be a volcano.  A geothermal plant will be a good way to monitor its progress.”

Plans are being drawn up to move the pond to an area near the barn and add a water slide taking off from the west balcony.  “It will be worth the cost to truck all that water to the west side of the ranch,” said Fremont.  

The geothermal plant will be eco-friendly.  “We’ll be able to screen most of the geothermal plant with fast-growing lodgepoles,” said Fremont.  “It will partially block some views of Mt.  Bachelor but that’s the price of progress.”
Dog Racing Found Illegal - Must Stop
One of the delights of living on the ranch has always been the evening dog races in the western woodlands.  It’s been a good way for the owners to meet their Water Wonderland neighbors as they watch the dogs go by from across the fence.  
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“The ranch has some of the finest dogs in Central Oregon,” said the owner of the Coyote lot.  “It’s great to see them giving their all in competition.”

Unfortunately the races are deemed illegal under an obscure Oregon statute.  “A typo in the legislation,” notes Coyote.  “We’ve offered to reduce the limit on bets.  But the ranch already limited bets to $5,000 after one owner’s dog came up lame and he lost his SUV.”

Coyote says what brought the issue to a head was a single disgruntled owner whose dog was removed from the kennel to fill out a race when the owner was not on the ranch.  Coyote noted, “That was a one-time mistake and the owner is making too big a deal of it.  Generally we fly in dogs from Tijuana if we need them.”

Correction
The Sage Rat apologizes for calling the October quail hunt on the ranch a “complete success”.  An owner reminded us that the loss of a picture window and the strafing of a stereo are not customary elements of a quail hunt.  
